
Students  from Trevis  Karper’s 
seventh grade science classes  at 
Mountain View Middle School’s 
have been hard at work all school 
year helping to enhance habitat 
and water quality at a local 
tributary to Beaverton Creek.    
The creek is  unnamed and the 
students  call it ‘Karper Creek’ 
after their teacher.  Here’s   little 
bit about the projects  they have 
been working on...

Why we are working at 
the wetland, by student 7th 
grade, You may have seen kids 

working at the wetlands off of 
167th and Ellerson  known as 

Karper Creek.   These students 

are from Mountain View Middle 
school.  They have chosen to lend 

a hand to SOLVE by being a part 

of a Green Team.  This  wetland 

was  covered in invasive species 
such as  Armenian Blackberry and 

Reed Canary Grass.   These 

invasives do not just harm plants, 
they can even harm wildlife by 

robbing them of their natural 
food.  

In order to combat these non-

native plants  we have been 
removing blackberry plants  and 

planting native shrubs  like Red 
Osier dogwood, Black Twinberry, 

and Ninebark.  We even planted 

trees  like Douglas  firs, Western 
Red Cedars  and Willows  along 

the creek.  These plants  provide 
food for birds  and animals  and 

their roots  help to keep the soil in 

place along the creek.

Mountain View Middle School students 
work with SOLVE to help a local Creek!

Friends of  Beaverton Creek

Mountain View Middle 
School visits a tributary of  
Beaverton Creek once a 
month through SOLVE’s 
Green Team Program

The feelings of water 
on your feet in the hot 

summer,
Cooling and cleaning away 

all your impurities.
Stress free place with no one 

to tell you you’re 
wrong or right.

A river is a beauty to see 
Where you are wild and 

absolutely free!
- Nicole, Grade 7

Streams are mysterious, 
full of wonder, exciting, 

adventurous, 
and most of all give life.

-Jeremy, Grade 7

The River
The calmness of the river

Love of the quiet
The river is so peaceful

Noah, Grade 7
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An amphibian egg mass we found in the pond.

The Results 
are In....
During the 2011-2012 School 
Year Students...

• Removed 200 pounds of  
invasive Armenian Blackberry 

• Planted over 200 native 
trees and    shrubs to enhance 

habitat, provide shade for 

Karper Creek, and to filter 
polluted stormwater.

• Spread 7 cubic yards of  
mulch on native plants to 

protect them from invasive 

plants and drying out during 
the summer months.

• Protected 200 newly 
planted natives from invasive 

Reed Canary Grass with burlap 

coffee sacks.

• Removed 100 pounds of  

litter from the creek.

Reed Canary grass, by 
student grade 7

One of the main invasive 
species  is  Reed Canary grass.  Reed 
Canary grass  can grow 6-8 feet tall 
and kills  other plants  by shading 
them to death.  Its  seeds  can live for 
decades, so just killing the plant 
doesn't help.  We fight reed canary 
grass  by covering ground around 
our native plants  with coffee bags 
and by planting plants  that will 
shade out the canary grass  so it 
can't grow there any more.

P r o t e c t i n g t h e n e w 

plantings, by student grade 7, 
We planted a lot of native plants 
this  year in this  wetland.  To take 
care of them, we put a bucket of 
mulch all around their bases.  This 
helps  to keep water in the soil on 
hot days  and it also helps  to keep 
weeds  from growing up around 
them.  

W i l d l i f e a t ‘ K a r p e r 
Creek’, by student grade 7, 
The work we are doing here is 
paying off.    Native animals  are 
using this  area including a special 
species  called a Pacific Chorus  frog.  
We found one of its  egg masses  in 
the pond.  There were a lot of eggs, 
so  hopefully there will be a lot of 
frogs soon!

Students placing burlap coffee bags around 

a new plant.  These bags will biodegrade 
over time and offer weed protection against 

the invasive Reed Canary Grass

Want to get involved?
Contact: 

Meghan@solv.org 
or visit www.solv.org

Armenian Blackberry is an invasive 
plant at the creek

Reed Canary grass can grow 6-8 feet tall 
in the summer and can quickly overtake 
native plants
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